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ANNUAL    REPORT 

OF   THE 

ELECTION   DEPARTMENT 

FOR  THE   YEAR   1949. 


Boston,  January  31,  1950. 

Hon.  John  B.  Hynes, 

Mayor  of  the  City  of  Boston. 
Sir, —  In  compliance  with  section  24,  chapter  3,  of 
the  Revised  Ordinances,  the  Board  of  Election  Com- 
missioners respectfully  submits  its  annual  report. 

Registration. 

In  accordance  with  chapter  246  of  the  Acts  of  1945, 
registration  was  held  continuously  at  the  central 
office  from  January  3  to  October  19,  inclusive,  and 
from  November  9  to  December  31,  inclusive.  Prior 
to  the  City  Election,  registration  was  held  from  6  p.m. 
to  10  p.m.  in  the  twenty-two  wards  from  October  5  to 
19,  inclusive,  five  nights  each  in  two  locations  in  every 
ward. 

Number  of  Voters. 

At  the  State  Election  held  November  2,  1948,  the 
number  of  voters  on  the  list  was  410,646.  The  number 
of  such  voters  in  the  first  list  published  by  the  Board, 
August  15,  1949,  was  370,214.  From  that  time  to  the 
close  of  registration  for  the  City  Election  there  were 
added  the  names  of  34,006  voters.  Included  in  this 
latter  figure  are  the  names  of  10,003  voters  who  were 
omitted   from   the    1949   police   listing   and   who   were 
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restored  to  the  voting  list  without  reregistration,  under 
the  provisions  of  chapter  244  of  the  Acts  of  1947. 
The  number  of  voters  on  the  final  list  sent  to  the  polls 
on  the  day  of  the  City  Election,  held  November  8, 
1949,  was  404,220,  a  decrease  of  6,426  from  the  number 
on  the  list  at  the  preceding  State  Election.  The  number 
of  voters  on  the  final  list  December  31,  1949,  was  404,366. 

Registration  of  the  Physically  Disabled. 
In  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  chapter  715  of 
the  Acts  of  1945,  persons  qualified  to  vote  but  unable 
to  appear  at  a  registration  office  because  of  physical 
disability  were  examined  for  registration  in  their 
homes  or  other  places  of  confinement  upon  receipt  of 
an  application  for  such  registration.  Applications  were 
received  from  11  such  persons.  Of  that  number  10 
were  found  to  be  qualified  and  were  duly  registered; 
one  was  found  to  lack  qualifications  and  was  refused 
registration.  Three  applications  were  received  after 
the  close  of  registration  and  therefore  could  not  be 
honored.  Persons  found  qualified  to  register  were 
furnished  with  applications  for  absentee  ballots  for  the 
city  election. 

Supplementary   Registration    of    Soldiers   and 

Sailors. 

Under  the  provisions  of  chapter  51,  sections  50  and  51, 
of  the  General  Laws,  no  persons  in  the  military  service 
were  registered  as  voters  in  Boston  during  the  period 
from  the  close  of  registration  to  the  third  day  preceding 
the  City  Election. 

Nomination  Papers  and  Referendum  Petitions. 
The  Board  received  3,091  nomination  papers  for  the 
City  Election  on  which  87,432  names  were  certified; 
six  initiative  petitions  consisting  of  2,649  papers,  on 
which  63,545  names  were  certified;  and  one  petition  for 
recount  of  ballots  cast  on  which  50  names  were  certi- 
fied. This  makes  a  total  of  5,741  papers  on  which  the 
names  of  150,977  voters  were  certified. 

Revision  of  the  Voting  List. 
The  names  of  4,229  voters  were  stricken  from  the 
voting  list  by  reason  of  death,  removal  from  the  city, 
and  other  causes. 
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Jurors. 

The  jury  list  prepared  by  the  Board  in  1949  contained 
the  names  of  8,726  voters  of  Boston.  During  the  time 
covered  by  this  report,  2,378  were  drawn  for  jury 
service. 

Absent  Voting. 

Set  forth  below  are  statistics  relating  to  absentee 
ballots : 

408  applications  received  from  civilians. 
393  civilian  ballots  mailed. 
306  civilian  ballots  returned  and  sent  to  polls. 
724  applications  received  from  physically  disabled. 
633  ballots  mailed  to  physically  disabled. 
485  ballots  returned  and  sent  to  polls. 
22  applications  received  from  members  of  the  armed  forces 
(both  voters  and  S.  A.  V.'s). 
6  applications  received  from  kin  qualifying  persons  in  the 
armed  forces  (S.  A.  V.'s). 
28  total  applications  for  servicemen's  ballots. 
28  ballots  mailed  to  servicemen. 
20  ballots  returned  by  servicemen  and  sent  to  polls. 
16  civilian  ballots  returned  "unclaimed." 
48  civilian  ballots  returned  too  late  to  be  cast. 
2  servicemen's  ballots  returned  too  late  to  be  cast. 
1,160  total  applications  received. 
1,054  total  ballots  mailed. 
811  total  ballots  cast. 

Voting  Machines. 

The  1949  City  Election  was  conducted  with  four 
wards  (Wards  1,  2,  3,  and  4)  completely  equipped  with 
voting  machines,  and  additional  machines  were  in- 
stalled in  70  precincts  in  various  locations  in  all  other 
wards  for  the  first  time  (except  Ward  5,  Precinct  4, 
where  machines  had  been  in  use  since  1942). 

Assistant  registrars  were  given  instructions  in  the 
use  of  the  machines,  and  they  were  assigned  to  demon- 
strate the  machines  to  the  voters  of  the  precincts 
affected.  The  voters  were  notified  by  postal  of  the 
opportunity  to  become  familiar  with  the  new  procedure, 
and  many  of  them  attended  the  demonstrations  held  in 
two  places  in  each  ward,  four  nights  in  each  place,  during 
the  hours  from  7  p.m.  to  10  p.m.  The  nights  of  demon- 
stration were  from  October  25  to  November  3,  inclusive. 
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There  were  112  voting  machine  precincts  at  the  City 
Election,  and  election  officers  assigned  to  machine- 
equipped  precincts  were  instructed  in  their  respective 
duties  by  the  Voting  Machine  Custodian  and  were  given 
certificates  when  qualified. 

The  results  as  demonstrated  at  the  City  Election  were 
highly  satisfactory. 

Membership  op  the  Board 
No  change  was  made  in  the  membership  of  the  Board 
during  1949.     Mr.   J.   Joseph   Connors  was   continued 
as   Chairman  and  Commissioner  Everett  R.  Prout  as 
Secretary. 

Expenses  of  the  Election  Department. 
The  expenses  of  the  Election  Department  for  the  year 
ending  December  31,  1949,  amounted  to  $404,281.85. 

J.  Joseph  Connors, 
Everett  R.  Prout, 
Joseph  A.  Langone,  Jr., 
Gertrude  A.  Pfau, 
Board  of  Election  Commissioners. 


ELECTION  STATISTICS. 


TABULATED  STATEMENT  OF  THE  NUMBER 
OF  LISTED  MEN  AND  WOMEN  RESIDENTS, 
REGISTERED  MEN  AND  WOMEN  VOTERS 
AND  PERSONS  WHO  VOTED  IN  EACH  VOT- 
ING PRECINCT,  TOGETHER  WITH  THE 
NUMBER  OF  VOTES  CAST  FOR  EACH 
CANDIDATE  AT  THE 

CITY  ELECTION       ....       November  8,  1949 
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Population  of  the  City  of  Boston  as  Returned  by  the  Secretary 
of  State,  Bureau  of  Census. 

Ward     1 55,112 

«        2 25,655 

"        3 45.446 

4 30.901 

"        5 32,962 

"         6 24,986 

7     .       .                       34,405 

"        8     .       .       . .        .  28,675 

9     .... 28,204 

"       10  .       .       .       .......       .       .       .-      .       .       .       .  30,313 

"       11.       .       .        .       ...       .       .       .       .       .  29,887 

"       12     .    .  ... .       .  36;955 

"13 28,329 

"14 54,145 

"15 27,586 

"16 33,875 

"17 33,774 

"18 45,104 

"19 30,479 

"20 37,860 

"21 38,476 

"22 33,257 

Total 766,386 
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Total  Votes  Cast  by  Wards  for  Mayor,  City  Election, 
November  8,  1949. 
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Total  Votes  Cast  by  Wards  for  School  Committee,  City  Election, 
November  8,  1949. 
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Votes  Cast  by  Wards  for  Question  of  Plan  A  Form  of 
Government,  City  Election,  November  8,  1949. 

"Shall  the  City  of  Boston  adopt  the  form  of  Government  denned 
as  Plan  A  under  the  provisions  of  an  act  passed  by  the  General 
Court  in  the  year  nineteen  hundred  and  forty=eight,  and  consist" 
ing  of  a  Mayor,  a  city  council  of  nine  members  elected  at  large, 
and  a  school  committee  of  five  members  elected  at  large,  with  all 
candidates  therefor  being  nominated  by  preliminary  elections?" 


Wards. 


Yes. 


No. 


1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 >.. 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

Totals 


5,617 

3,303 

3,358 

2,625 

4,564 

2,310 

5,148 

1,983 

7,826 

2,498 

4,565 

2,560 

6,894 

3,841 

4,443 

2,472 

4,603 

2,548 

6,035 

3,624 

5,718 

3,104 

6,411 

3,283 

5,930 

3,079 

8,486 

4,693 

5,591 

3,351 

7,887 

4,626 

8,047 

3,949 

9,967 

4,528 

7,702 

3,591 

10,655 

4,772 

9,376 

3,580 

7,339 

3,562 

146,162 


73,882 
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